Immunohistochemical demonstration of various antigens in tissues embedded in plastic.
In the course of a chronic experimental study of polyarthritis in rats, we have established a plastic embedding technique which allows the processing not only of soft tissues but also of tissues such as cartilage, intraarticular ligaments, and even undecalcified whole rat joints and provides broad survival of enzymes and antigens. Preservation of morphological details and the precision of antigen localization are superior to those seen in cryostat and paraffin sections. The method seems to have much diagnostic and investigative value, especially in arthritis research.